
Dear Parents, 

Over the next  term we will be following a unit of work on a theme that focuses on ‘Destination Mars’. During this unit we will be focusing on Science, 

Geography, Technology, History, Physical Education, Community and Global. 

Children will be reading, researching, writing, illustrating, working on their own and working in groups. We will be checking to see how well your child 

has learned through particular activities and asking children to explain their work, perhaps to you.  In addition the children will complete a quiz on the 

key vocabulary and powerful knowledge . You can see in advance what we will be asking the children (quiz) and what they need to know ( knowledge 

organiser) ,they are attached in this booklet.  

We already know the interest you take in your child’s work. If you can, please discuss with your child the work they have done as the term progresses 

and let them teach you. If your child has some work to research, please help them, but without actually doing the work. If you have the chance to 

further their interest in the ideas of this theme please take it, but your  enthusiasm and interest is most important. By the end of the unit, we hope 

your child has achieved all of the learning targets. We hope they have had an enjoyable time in the classroom. And we hope you have enjoyed seeing 

your child work with enthusiasm. If you have any comments or questions about your child’s learning, please get in touch. 



In Science, we’ll be finding out: 

• About the planets in our solar system 

• About mass and weight, and the effects of gravity 

• How to grow seeds and plants, and choose those that 

will be suitable for Mars 

• How to identify a living organism 

• About different energy sources 

• About different forces and their effects 

• How to choose the best energy source/s for our Mars 

shelter 

In Physical Education, we’ll be finding out: 

• How to ensure we are fit and healthy for our 

space mission 

• How to plan and test our own exercises 

suitable for space travel 

In Geography, we’ll be finding out: 

• About the geographical features of Mars 

• How we can prove that there was once water 

on Mars 

In Technology, we’ll be finding out: 

• About the technology that has been used to explore Mars 

• How to design and make a robot to explore Mars 

• How to design and make a suitable shelter for living on Mars 

In History, we’ll be finding out: 

• About what people in the past used to think about Mars 

• About the evidence to prove and disprove intelligent life on 

Mars 

In Community we’ll be finding out: 

• How to work as a team 

• How to assemble a successful team for our mission to 

Mars 

In Global, we’ll be finding out: 

• How to write our own international rules and regulations for 

Mars 

• About the reasons why we might one day need to live on 

another planet 



Overarching theme 

Journeys and Exploration 

Inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; 

homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations 

of humankind; the relationship between and the 

interconnectedness of, individuals and civilizations, from local 

and global perspectives.  

Key Vocabulary  

Atmosphere 

Radiation 

Meteorite 

Global warming 

Population 

Conflict 

Powerful Knowledge  

Mass is the amount of ‘matter’ (particles) contained inside an 

object. It takes a lot of mass to produce a lot of gravity. 

Living things are made of cells 

Living things obtain and use energy 

Living things grow and develop 

Living things reproduce 

Living things respond to their environment 

Living things react to their environment 

Renewable energy is collected from renewable sources. A 

source of energy is considered renewable if it comes from 

natural sources or processes  that are constantly replenished. 

Non-renewable energy sources don’t replenish, and 

wereformed when prehistoric plants and animals died and 

were gradually buried by layers of soil rock.   

Gravity pulls all the planets in the solar system towards the 

Sun. Bodies with the biggest mass have the greatest 

gravitational pull. 

The Earth and all the other planets in our solar system orbit 

the Sun. It takes the Earth 365 days (one year) to make a 

complete orbit. 

The Earth is rotating (spinning on an invisible axis). This 

rotation gives us day and night. 

It takes the Moon 28 days to orbit the Earth. Other planets 

have moons, too – Mars, for example, has two moons. 

Explanation of the theme 

Destination Mars 

One day, humans may need to leave Earth and settle on another 

planet. Mars is our most likely destination – a world that we 

believe once harboured life and, with our intervention, may do so 

again in the future.   
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Why would life on Mars be difficult? Use key vocabulary in your answer 

Why might it be a good idea to look 

into the possibility of living on another 

planet?  

Taddington and 
Priestcliffe  

 



Overarching theme 

Journeys and Exploration 

Inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; 

homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations 

of humankind; the relationship between and the 

interconnectedness of, individuals and civilizations, from local 

and global perspectives.  

Overview and outcomes  

This is a three-week sequence for Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver 

by Martin Jenkins and Chris Riddell. Children will have 

read Gulliver’s Travels and been immersed in the various 

settings that he explores. This will be used as a basis for a 

variety of persuasive short writing opportunities, such as a 

poster and a leaflet before children move on to creating a 

logbook. The final longer written outcome will be the 

children creating their own imaginary lands to use as 

settings for a new adventure story where they are the 

explorer. . . 

National Curriculum Coverage 

Key sentence types 

BOYS Sentences 

Rule: A B.O.Y.S sentence is a two-part sentence. 

The first part of the sentence always ends with a 

comma (,) and the last part always begins with a 

connective.  

Example: He was a friendly man most of the time, 

but he could become nasty. 
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Overarching theme 

Journeys and Exploration 

Inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; 

homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations 

of humankind; the relationship between and the 

interconnectedness of, individuals and civilizations, from local 

and global perspectives.  

Overview and outcomes  

Shackleton's Journey is a unique visual re-telling Ernest 

Shackleton's landmark expedition crossing the Antarctic 

from one pole to the other. William Grill's impeccably 

researched and informative illustrations celebrate the 

100th anniversary since the historic exploration by 

Shackleton and his crew on Endurance . Children will love 

exploring Grill's exploded diagrams and the fascinating 

details of this landmark voyage. Main outcomes include 

interviews, Diaries, Letters, Newspaper report  

National Curriculum Coverage 

Key sentence types 

As –ly sentences  

Rule: The first part of the sentence opens with an 

action description which starts with the word 

As… and ends with an adverb. 

The second part of the sentence is a description of 

a related, and often consequential, action.  

Example: As the rain came down heavily, the 

children ran for shelter.  
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